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332        The King reads Johnsoris JOURNEY.   [A.D. 1775.
not think on it    You see now it is done.    I sent one to the King, and I hear he likes it1.
' I shall send a parcel into Scotland for presents, and intend to give to many of my friends. In your catalogue you left out Lord Auchinleck.
' Let me know, as fast as you read it, how you like it; and let me know if any mistake is committed, or any thing important left out.    I wish you could have seen the sheets.    My compliments to Mrs. Boswell, and to Veronica2, and to all my friends. ' I am, Sir,
' Your most humble servant,
' SAM. JOHNSON.' 'January 14, 1775.'
'MR. BOSWELL TO DR. JOHNSON.
' Edinburgh, Jan. 19, 1775.
' Be pleased to accept of my best thanks for your Journey to the Hebrides, which came to me by last night's post I did really ask the favour twice; but you have been even with me by granting it so speedily. Bis dat qui rito dat3. Though ill of a bad cold, you kept me up the greatest part of the last night; for I did not stop till I had read every word of your book. I looked back to our first talking of a visit to the Hebrides, which was many years ago, when sitting by ourselves in the Mitre tavern *, in London, I think about witching time <?' night6 / and then exulted in contemplating our scheme fulfilled, and a monumentum J>erenne ° of it erected by your superiour abilities. I shall only say, that your book has afforded me a high gratification. I shall afterwards give you
1 'The King,' wrote Horace Walpole on Jan. 21, 1775 (Letters, vi. 179),' sent for the book in MS., and then wondering, said, " I protest, Johnson seems to be a Papist and a Jacobite "—so he did not know why he had been made to give him a pension.'
- Boswell's little daughter.    Boswell's Hebrides, Aug. 15,1773.
8                                             'Bis dat
Qui cito dat, minimi gratia tarda pretii est.' Alciat's Emblems, Alciati Opera.    1558, p. 821.
4  It was at the Turk's Head coffee-house in the Strand.    See ante, i. 521.
5  Hamlet, act iii. sc. 2.
8                   'Exegi monumentum sere perennius.'
Horace, Odes, iii. 30. i. my taken to write it, and the time luxuriously spent in listening to its applauses ?' BOSWELL.
